December 17th 2021

Dear ISCS community,
As Autumn Term 2021 comes to a close, I thank all students, families and staff for their
contribution to the ISCS community. It has been a great but challenging term in which we have
improved significantly across many areas and I am very confident of the path we are following to
develop our great school.
COVID-19, now with the Omicron variant, continues to linger. According to Cantonal authorities
cases are increasing especially in Primary schools. As last year, the Covid management at ISCS
has been outstanding, allowing us to have 100% in-person classes. I would like to recognise our
Primary students in particular for their responsibility and maturity when they were asked to wear
masks.
This week we were able to hold the Primary performance ‘Eddie, the penguin saves, the World’ and
the whole school ‘Online Art Soiree’. Although we were not able to invite families to school, the
first was streamed live and the second was recorded and sent out to families. You will find more
details about them through this newsletter.
For our IGCSE and A-levels students who will sit in 2022 for exams, I would recommend that they
continue to work during the break and wish them strength and discipline. We intend to start next
year with a strong revision and preparation plan.
In January, the Gonzalez-Frade family will be returning home. We are going to miss Javier, Clara
and Juan and we wish them all the best in their new adventures. We will also welcome 10 new
students to ISCS after the Winter break and is a clear sign that our school is continuing to grow.
For families who are travelling, we recommend that you are very cautious and follow the recommended protective measures. We are reminded that many countries are requesting tests before
and after the arrival, even for vaccinated people.
Finally, we wish all of our ISCS community and their families an enjoyable and ‘Happy Christmas’
and ‘Happy Holidays’, and that 2022 brings you all a healthy and prosperous 2022.

JOSE ANTONIO PARRA

YEAR 5 AND 6
This week has been a very busy week. It started with the children
putting on a fantastic performance of Eddie the Penguin. We have
also had some special visitors in class since some of Year 3 and 4
have joined us. They loved it and felt very grown up! As well as tying up
the loose ends of the term we had ‘Secret Santa’ in each class and
managed to squeeze in a lot of fun activities and even a few movies
and games. Have a lovely restful holiday and stay safe. We will return
on Monday 10th January.

Matteo colouring in his festive bauble

YEAR 3 AND 4

The performance was a great success!

The autumn term is coming to an end and I am truly sad to have missed out on the last week of term but
thanks to my wonderful colleagues, the class have had an excellent week. They have done an excellent job
performing in Eddie the Penguin on Monday, swapped presents through secret santa and had lots of festive
fun. The children have achieved so much over the autumn term. Well done to one and all and I look forward to
even more greatness in 2022!
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YEAR 1 AND 2
We thoroughly enjoyed reading winter tales in English this week. We began with ‘The Cold Lady Who Swallowed
Some Snow’ which inspired us to describe what the Cold Lady swallowed next and how this affected her!
In maths, we recapped addition with some festive word problems.
The highlight was definitely our performance of Eddie the Penguin Saves the World. We sang and danced our
hearts out!
Wishing you a wonderful winter break and looking forward to the Spring term!

EYFS
We have had a lovely final week together ! We celebrated Lydia’s birthday early together as well as sharing a
secret santa. Thank you for all your lovely gifts, the children really loved them! We finally were able to show to
the world all our hard work via zoom! The secondary students enjoyed watching and we got a big clap at the
end ! This week we have been very crafty. We made a huge 3d snowflake together, Christmas cards for our Elf
on the Shelf and we also enjoyed making pom poms, this tested our fine motor skills as well as our coordination! To end the week we enjoyed a Christmas movie together. Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas break
and see you for the Spring Term.

TEACHERS' HIGHLIGHTS OF THE TERM
Cambridge teachers of KS4 and 5 are always in the odd predicament that we teach our courses to the best of our
abilities, but are not in fact the people marking our student's final IGCSE and A Level exams. It is thus always a
rewarding moment, when our students not only meet our expectations but actually exceed them in their external
exams. It gives me great pride that not only did all IGCSE and A Level students of the previous academic reach
excellent results in German but that this year we were able for the first time to enter a substantial group of learners for
early IGCSE exams. All of them sat their exams 1.5 years earlier than usual. On top of that one student, Ishani even
exceeded the IGCSE expectations, which are an A2/B1 level of German, by passing her Goethe B1 exam with excellent
results. This, but also the many moments during this term, across year groups, when students suddenly surprised me
with a great presentation or a well written essay or when somebody finally moved beyond a challenge, are the elements
that motivate me to continually strive for excellence and to enable an even better German education at ISCS.
HERR BOELLE
“How did it feel to lose against a student?” Somebody asked me after the Peace One day race. For starters, I could not
breathe, my lungs were completely fatigued and my head was spinning around. Perhaps in my naiveness, I never expected it to happen, but it did. I always thought that after the second or third lap I would catch up. What a foolish
thought. The good feeling only came afterwards, when I realised that what I wanted was to lose, but please not in such
a bad way, where Luis kept waiting for me. A lesson learned: never bet against students in any physical competition.
DR CARACHEO
My highlight this term was to resume with the International Tournaments in Switzerland, despite various measures,
rules and regulations. ISCS students achieved amazing results in Cross-country in Zurich, brought a trophy from the
Football Tournament in Schaffhausen and achieved good results at the Basketball Tournament in Hunenberg.”
MR PERLIYEV
With so many highlights this term, from the fabulous school hike, wonderful Art ‘firsts’ for students, seeing everyone in
their uniforms for the first time, the Frida Kahlo exhibition or Peace One Day, it’s tricky to choose just one. For me, it
has got to be ‘Halloween’ where the whole community embraced the day and totally went for it, dressing up from anything from Obi Wan Kenobi to the Joker. The icing on the cake though, was the fabulous ISCS Teachers dressed up as
Disney Villains! Lots of laughs and fun had by all! What a Team!
MRS BRADLEY
Seeing my former IGCSE students getting - so far - excellent results in their AS Biology exams!
MISS PREDOULI
Seeing the spirit of enquiry ignited within students, who have willingly taken on the challenge of ‘learning how to learn’
& becoming independent and life long learners, adopting and developing their ability to ask questions,
appraise one another, use their imagination, analyse and refine their work and collaborate.
MR JACKSON
The highlight of my term was the School Hike in September! It was great to get to know new students and colleagues as well as help some of them down some very steep slopes!
MR HOPTON
The highlight of my term has been getting beaten by a few of my students from afterschool chess club this last week.
Watching them take on board what we learn, using this to develop themselves as players, alongside seeing their
enthusiasm and love for the game grow, not to mention their pride at beating me, is very rewarding!
MS VILLALOBOS
In this first term students have taken their first steps into the German language and culture. The results have been very
positive and it's fantastic to see students making progress and getting more curious about German.

MS LEPORE
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ISCS NGO….
The ISCS NGO "The Changemakers" looks back on a very inspiring term. The group was launched last school
year, but has come a long way since it's starting days. We grew as a group in numbers and in quality, now
including passionate students from primary school (year 5 and 6) up to A Level students (year 13).
The aim of the NGO is firstly to instil in students a spirit of service learning, of doing something for others
and their community. Secondly the NGO aims to equip students with the leadership and organisational skills
necessary to implement projects.
During this term the NGO worked towards these goals via various projects. On a continuous basis since October this term we worked tirelessly every Tuesday to consolidate our social enterprise, the student kiosk. The
kiosk serves our school community by providing students with tasty snacks and is organised and run by NGO
students on a completely voluntary basis. It covers all its expenses and uses its profits to reinvest in the
business and to support charitable projects. Apart from the weekly kiosk the NGO students also organised the Halloween disco, offering scary snacks, spooky drinks and tarot card reading.
Another key achievement this term was the NGO organised Malala Charity Run and Bake Sale to support the
Malala Foundation, which fights for girl's access to education in several countries, but foremost in Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Currently some KS5 members of the NGO are preparing to organise a student art auction for charity, details
of which are soon to come.
Our long term goal for a time, when Covid is less of an obstacle to travel, is to define two or three projects
abroad for our students to raise funds for, travel to and get personally involved in. For this term we raised the
amazing amount of 2.000,- CHF to support the Malala Foundation in their effort to make the world a better
place for girls. The current kiosk capital from this term is 1.300 - CHF. At the moment the NGO saves this capital for our long term projects. In addition to this we aim to become involved in and support educational projects for less privileged children in our own canton next term and are currently exploring options for this.
More news on this will follow shortly.
If you as parents know of worthy projects to support and/or get involved with, we would be thrilled to hear
from you.
Please write directly to our NGO Coordinator Adrian Boelle via: adrian.boelle@iscs-zug.ch

SOIREE UPDATE
Students are in the final stages of putting together the Remote Soiree for your viewing pleasure.
The content is a result of the hard work, passion and dedication of our learners within their Performing
Arts learning sessions as well as within their extended and independent learning within Performing Arts
at ISCS .
The Soiree will be shared in video format with the ISCS community today, so keep an eye on your e-mail
inbox for a link and make sure to put some time aside to be entertained with some excellent Drama,
Music and Dance..!

Gymnastics Unit in Year 5/6
Year 5/6 students have been working hard during Gymnastics Unit in PE. In January
they will have their Final assessment to present to the class.

ISCS House Competition
Yellow House wins Year 2021 with 2096 points! Congratulations to all the houses and
remember the competitions continues in 3 weeks!

Wishing everyone in our ISCS Community a happy and healthy Winter break!
Looking forward to seeing you all on Monday 10th January 2022!
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